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Here's a book that you can’t buy at
your local bookstore or train shop. Barry
Broskowitz’s comprehensive guidebook for
the MTH Digital Command System
(DCS) user is available on the Internet in a
form that the user can print out, use as a
handy reference, and update on a continual
basis with new or revised information pro-
vided by the author. The book can be pur-
chased and downloaded from the MTH
website on-line store for $12.95. Detailed
instructions, as well as the availability of
update information for 7he DCS O Gauge
Companion, are available from the author
on the OGR forum. In addition, Barry also
provides two-way discussions of DCS issues
on the forum as well.

This book is a valuable tool for learning
all about DCS. It is a wonderful reference
for not just new DCS operators but also
experienced operators and those just con-
sidering the addition of DCS to their lay-
outs. The book is written in a style that most
everyone can understand and use, regardless
of their prior level of experience with this
system. As an experienced operator of com-
mand control trains, I have found Barry’s

by Barry Broskowitz

Review by Jim Barrett

book to be the most important reference
tool I have available as I build and operate my
own layout. Barry is an experienced and con-
sistent user of DCS and he is also well versed
on Lionel’s TMCC and Legacy systems.

The book is written in a clear and con-
cise style that leads the reader logically and
step by step through first understanding
DCS and then implementing it on new or
existing layouts. The easy discussion-style
writing smoothly and effectively covers the
common pitfalls and details of how to avoid
them. Each section of the book builds on
the material that was presented in earlier
chapters, and all sections are amply illus-
trated with tables of information and other
types of illustrations. The reader has the
option of learning and understanding only
the basics or getting a much more in-depth
understanding of the advanced features and
capabilities of DCS.

Where technical terms appear, Barry
provides layman definitions for those not
familiar with command control or electron-
ics. The book assumes only common
knowledge of O gauge trains and basic elec-
tricity. That said, even the most experienced
users are sure to find nuggets of information

that they previously didn’t know about.
Items of limited interest are also covered in
the book but are placed in appendices rather
than the main body of the text.

Here’s a chapter-by-chapter listing of
what’s covered:

1. A definition of command control vs.
conventional operation

2. Overview of DCS operation and system
components

3. Communication between DCS com-
ponents and PS2 engines

4. The DCS menus and screens

5. Planning for a new DCS layout

6. Adding DCS to an existing layout

7. DCS considerations for large and
modular layouts

8. Using DCS for remote operations of all
operating accessories and switch tracks

9. Advanced features and functions of
DCS including external TIU power,
74K tracks, all engine operations, loco-
motive lash-ups, subways and trolleys,
routes, and scenes

10. Integrating DCS with TMCC and
Legacy
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11. Software upgrading and remote
backup (duplicating remote
information from one remote
to another)

12. Troubleshooting problems
13. Reference appendices

In my opinion, Barry’s book is
unique. Nothing else published covers
DCS in such depth and from an
operator’s perspective. If the book
was to be printed and sold as a hard
copy edition, the price would easily
have been double the $12.95 down-
load price. It is professionally
arranged and easily amended with
maintenance updates without the
need for changing the original page
numbers. I've often found myself
reading The DCS O Gauge
Companion to learn about one
topic, only to discover something
entirely new and different that I
didn’t even realize the system was
already capable of doing. This is one
of those indispensable tools that
should be in the hands of every com-
mand control operator.
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E-Mail: trains@sandwparts.com
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CGL offers a great selection of current and prior items of Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Weaver and Bachmann.
Our updated website showcases the diversity and depth of our extensive inventory. Please visit
www.GrandCentralLtd.com to see thousands of items. The list below is just “The Tip of The Iceberg.”
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Lionel Locomotives & Sets

6-1260
6-1361
6-1579
8150
8157
8753

N&W Continental Ltd.. ..429.95
UP Gold Coast Ltd.. 49.95
Milwaukee Rd F-3 Svc Stn...399.95
Pennsy Gmn 5 Stripe GG-1...599.95
Santa Fe FM Trainmstr......... 395.00
Pennsy Tuscan 5 St GG-1.

8260/1/2 SP F-3ABA.......cccooommruuanne

8272
8556
8773
8777
8950
8952/3
111XX
11140
11154
11155
1712
11713
1722
11744
11149
11912
14540
14541
14543
18009
18024
18086
18067
18087
18103
18107
18163
18202
18284
18269
18302

Pennsy EP-5 (JCP)/case
Chessie Switcher.
Disney U36B.... X
Santa Fe F-3 B Unit..............
Virginian FM Trainsmaster..
Pennsy F-3 AA-Green
UP JLC Big Boy....
Cass Scenic Shay
Pennsylvania 0-8-8-0..
Santa Fe 2-10-10-0 ....
Great Lakes Ltd Pass Set .. !
SF Dash 8 Std. O Frt Set.....499.95
Lionel Pink Girls Train Set..
NYC RS-3 Fri/Pass Set........
UP Lionmaster Big Boy ........
Lionel Steel Svc Stn w/car..
D&RG F-3 B Unit w/RS ..
C&OF-3BW/RS....
So Pacific F-3 B w/RS
NYC Mohawk
Texas & Pacific Mountain .....
NYC4-6-2 Pacific w/whistle ..249.95
NYC Weathered Cmdr ......... 995.00

Santa Fe F-3 B Unit.............. 175.00
D&RG PA ABA+cars (new) 1295.00
NYC F-T AA-Upgradable......

Erie SD-40 Dummy.
CSX Dash 9-Traditional ..
Canadian Pacific SD-90 .
Grt Northern EP-5 Electric..

18304/5 Lack 4 Car MU Set..............

18308
18374
18506
18725
18818
18848
18952
18961
18978
21319
21759
21786
21952
21976
21988
22105
24516
24517
24528
24556
24563
24594
24595
28062
28075
28076
28085

28247
28249
28272
28314
28330
28432
28555
28556
28564
28651
28699
28542
28884
30000
30001
30002
30025
30051
30049
30069
30081
30091
30103
30108
30116
31742
31758
31771
31773
31775
31779
31790
31791
31960
31963
31990
31713
31753
31934

Rio Grande SD-40T-Conv. ...275.00
Santa Fe U28CG (breakup) .375.00
| Love the USA SD-60..........250.00
UP Genset Switcher .599.95
Union Pacific SD-70ACE.......449.95

Bethlehem Steel Switcher ....165.00
Alaska GP-38-2-TMCC.........359.95
Alaska GP-38-2 Dummy.......159.95

Great Northern GP-9 Dmy ...169.95
Bethlehem Steel Docksider ....99.00
Christmas Mikado-Red. .199.00
Denver & RG SD40T.....

Pennsylvania GP-38
Pennsy Keystn Superfrt Set.349.95
Santa Fe el Capitan Pas Set329.95
Greendale Exp Ltd. Edition ..349.95
C&O Superfrt Steam Set......409.95
UP SD-80 Lionmaster Set....449.95
Rio Grande Fast Frt Stm Set279.95
Thomas & Friends Set.......... 154.95
UP Merger Freight Set.......... 259.95
Santa Fe 0-8-0 Stm Frt Set..219.95
NYC Steam Freight Set........ 249.95
Am Fire & Rescue Set.......... 349.95
Lone Ranger Wild West Set.333.95
ATSF -3 Pass Set/add ons .1149.95
Jersey Ctl FM Set w/add ons....Call
Flying Yankee Set.........
Norfolk So Dash 9 Tanker ....
Burlington GP-Pass Set........
Amtrak HPP-8 Amfleet Set...439.95
Pennsy GG-1 Pass Set........ 447.95
NYC SD-80 Lionmaster Frt..609.95
Polar Express Set................. 269.95
SP Overnt Stm Frt-TMCC ....299.95
Cpr Range 0-6-0 Steam Set 219.95
So Crescent Pass Set ........ 1195.00
G.N. EP-5 PWC Freight Set.599.95
Uncat. Corporate Logo Set...179.95

38150
29086

Plat Ghost Clear F-3 AA......449.95
Platinum Ghost 3 Car Set

Pennsy Silver GG-1
Pennsy Silver GG-1....

Canadian Ntl Budd Pair.. .
World Of Disney Grnl 4-4-0..129.95
DMIR SD-18 w/case (Sears)225.00
Santa Fe H12-44 Switcher...475.00
Santa Fe PAA Unit w/TS
Erie PA Alco A Unit......
C&0O NW-2 Switcher-PWC.
Lackawanna Porter.
CP F-3 Passenger Set
Santa Fe F-3 Anniv Set.............Call
Final Svc Station Set (2000) 279.95
Centennial Express Set........ 399.95
NYC Hudson Frt Set-RARE .399.95
NYC Empire Express.
Santa Fe F-3 Powered B
NYC Powered B Unit

..275.00
Rio Grande F-3 Dmy A Unit .195.00

UP Powered B Unit
Pennsy F-3 Powered B .. .
Pennsy F-7 Breakdown B ....245.00
Santa Fe F-7 Breakdown B..245.00
100th Anniv Hudson/case...1395.00
C&0 2-6-6-2 Mallet.. 1049.95
NPR 2-6-6-2 Mallet. ...995.00
N&W JLC Y6B..... ....1495.00

Milwaukee Rd Fallen Flags 2 Set ......

W. Maryland Fallen Flags 4 Set.
TCA Steam Loco + 7 Pass Cars

38324

New Haven F-3 AA Frt Set...469.95

38329 Lionel Lines Steam Freight .....449.95

16225
16351
16360
16935
17690
17691
17717
21751
21756
21861
21866
21875
21893
21895
21898
26412
26808
26852
26853
26870

Lionel Rolling Stock

Anhaeuser Busch Vat Car
Lionel Flat w/Submarine
N&W Maxi-Stack....
Union Pacific Flat w/Dozel
UP CA-4 Brown Caboose.......69.95
UP CA-4 Yellow Caboose.......69.95
Union Pacific Stock Car 4.95
Pennsy Rolling Stock 4 pk ...159.95
Erie & Penn Central Box Pair.59.95
Pennsy Flat w/Vans 2 pack..124.95
Santa Fe Husky Stk 2 pack..129.95
CSX Husky Stack 2 Pack.....129.95
Greenbriar Husky Stk 2 pk...129.95
BN Husky 2 pack... .129.95
NYC Flat w/Vans 2 pac .129.95
Chessie System 4 Bay Hpr ....39.95
Egg Nog Op. Barrel Car .........49.95
Santa Fe Op. Barrel Cal 4.95
Sea World Aquarium Car.. 7.95
Xmas Dump Car w/Presents..49.95

27003
27022
27172
27189
27205
27215
27224
27225
27227
27232
27239
27241
27244
27249
27250
27361
27419
27440
27520
27537
27562
27563
29624
29626
29828
29854
29866
36804
36821
36784
39442

14267
17522
17527
17548
17551
19675
19845
26309
26766
26827
26852
29267
29603
29604
29607
29806
29807
29811
29812
29866
36016
36087
36243
36253
36804
39211
39281
Cmd

Chessie Offset Hopper ........... 46.95
Penn Central PS-2 Hopper.....44.95
IMC Canada Cylindrical Hpr...49.95
BNSF Aluminum Hpr Trio .....169.95
Denver & RG DD Box.
Rock Island PS-1 Boxcar
Chicago GW. PS-1Box...
Western Pacific PS-1 Boxcar .44.95
Union Pacific PS-1 Boxcar .....44.95
Union Pacific USRA D/S Box.48.95
SP Double Door Box w/load...54.95
Chessie PS-1 Boxcar ............. 44.95
Great Northern PS-1 Boxcar..44.95
Great Northern Express Box..49.95
Canadian Ntl Express Box .....49.95
P.F.E. Woodside Reefer.......... 49.95
Pennsy Power & Light Hpr .....52.95
Pere Marquette DD Box/load .54.95

COE Rail Husky Stack ...........69.95
Union Pacific I-Beam Car.......39.95
NYC Flat w/Piggybacks..........64.95

Lackawanna Flat/Piggybacks.64.95
Monopoly Mint Car. .
“Case Closed” Mint Car-..
Boxcar w/Cannon-PWC..........69.
Satelite Launch Car-PWS .....51.95
Pirates Mint Car
Candy Cane Dump Car..
Naughty/Nice Twin Dump Car59.95
Monsters Inc. Bobbing Head..54.95
Wellsprings Flat w/Traliler........ 69.95
_Lionel Sale ltems

Sir Topham Hat Gateman.......49.95
Std. O Flat w/Prowler..
Std. O Flat w/Viper Pair..
Route 66 Flat w/Woody ..
NYC Flat w/pickups ...
Model Shop Display Car.
Aquarium Car-CC-Railsnds..149.95
Alaska Dep Flat/cable reels....34.95
Priority Mail Operating Box.....
UPS Operating Boxcar ...
Santa Fe Op. Barrel Car.
6464 Boxcar Trio #7 ....... .74,
Comet Single Dome Tanker ...31.95
Meadowbrk Mollases Tanker..24.95
Las Vegas Mint Car ................ 39.95
Weyerhaeuser Log Dmp Car .54.95
DMIR Log Dump Car..
MD. Hot Box Reefer ...
Santa Fe Hot Box Reefer
Pirates Aquarium Car..
Flat Car w/Propeller.... 49.
Lionel Flat w/Train Whistle .....24.95
2002 Christmas Boxcar ..
2003 Christmas Boxcar ..
Candy Cane Dump Car..
6464 Archive Trio #2...
Florida State Boxcar ..............
Acces & Power Suppl

12969
14295
32930
40-4000
50-1001
50-1002

MRC AH

TMCC Command Set........ 134.95
Legacy Command Set.
ZW Transformer....
Z-4000 Transformer.
DCS Command Set.
DCS Accessory Interface ....92.95
601 275 Watt Transfomer..277.95

Shipping will be added to all orders. Orders requiring multiple cartons will be charged accordingly.
Additional freight charges apply to any parcel deemed oversized by UPS. Additional freight may apply to
sale/closeouts & track & sets. Close-out and sale items are final sales. No returns or exchanges. 15%

restocking fee applies on returns. Prices subject to change without notice. Shipping is nonrefundable.
Due to time lapse between ad date & publication, some items may be sold out. Submitted 10/8/09.
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